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Five Added to Dordt
Faculty
Dordt has hired five new teachers to
fill openings in its faculty for the 1976-77
school year.
Mr. Gordon Brand, a 1974 Dordt graduate, will join Dordt's staff as a biology
instructor.
Gordon was born in Oskaloosa, Iowa,
and graduated from Pella Christian High in
1970. While majoring in biology at Dordt.
he was an active member of the biology club
and was, for one year, its president.
His post graduate work was done at the
Black Hills Natural Science Field and at the
University of South Dakota, from which he
plans to receive a M.A. degree in biology.
Gordon's thesis research involves analyzing
the macrofauna growing in the Turkey Creek
sediment near Volin, S.D.
Mr. Clarence Doornbos comes from
Kalamazoo, Michigan, to join Dordt's music
department this fall. He is widely experienced
in many areas of elementary and secondary
music:
instrumental, classroom music, recorder, flutophone, choir, and private instruction.
From fourth grade flutophone and
(continued on page 3)

Re(ord High Enrollment of 1,002 Students
Register for '76·'77 S(hool Year
Based on a preliminary tally done by the
registrar's office, Dordt's enrollment at the
start of the first full week of school was 1,002
students, 26 more than last year and a record
high for the college. Tile previous record was
987 students
set in 1974.
Registration
officials report that 361 new freshman have
registered which is 25 more than last year.
Dordt has again attracted a student body
from a wide geographical area representing 30
states, 7 provinces of Canada, and 2 foreign
countries.
58% of the students come from
the midwest: the other 42% come from other
areas, especially the western half of the U.S.
and Canada.
Registration
and orientation
for the
1976-77 school term was held on Wednesday,
September 1 with classes beginning on Thursday, September 2. As a welcoming gesture,

tree swimming, bowling, and refreshments
were made available to students who arrived
on Tuesday and a Hospitality Center for
parents and friends was open Tuesday and
Wednesday.
An opening convocation service was held
in the college auditorium
at 7:00 p.m..
Wednesday, September 1. The service featured Rev. Heen's address, entitled "Dordt
and God's People" and numbers by the Dordt
Colleqe Concert Choir.
Weekend social activities included an
all-student bar-b-que, bonfire, and sing-along
Thursday evening, a music concert featuring
Ken Medema Friday evening, and a film,
"The Emmiqrants" Saturdav evening.
On Sunday, September
5, a special
afternoon worship service for Dordt students,
led by Rev. John Hulst, was held at the First
Christian Reformed Church in Sioux Center.

450 Dordt Students Enjoy
Weekend Retreat at Okoboji
Approximately 450 Dordt College students participated in a retreat at Lake Okoboji, Iowa on September 10-11. The theme
of the retreat was "Responding to God's
Call."

In addition to hours of volleyball, swimming, tug-o-war and pizza, Or. Larry Reynolds, associate professor of education at
Dordt, led three discussions with the large
group.
Discussion
topics were "Holy
Ground," "Male & Female," and "My Calling."
The "Empress." a huge riverboat on
Lake Okoboji, carried most of the retreaters
on a ao-rr.rnore cruise on Saturday afternoon.
The students returned to campus Saturday
evening.

Tnese students are renewing old friendships and catching up on each other's summer activities
after completing their first day registration requirements.
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Van Riessen Lectures
at Dordt

From the President's

Pen •••
by Rev. B. J. Haan

Analyzing Dordt's Record Enrollment
We know that reaching the 1,000 enrollment mark is very encouraging news to the
thousands of Dordt supporters.
It is just
another indication that Dordt has secured
a permanent and respectable place as an
academic institution in our circles. This is
especially true when we consider that there
is an intense battle among higher educational
institutions to attract students.
The competition is fierce. Furthermore, there is the
added factor that radical and rapid changes
in our society have forced students and
colleges to re-orient their programs to meet
new career demands.
This situation has
profoundly affected the students themselves
in their anxiety to find their place in society.
There is an uneasiness and uncertainty which
increases the number of dropouts and those
who for one reason or another hope to find
answers to their problems somewhere else.
There is something very fickle about much
of this. No higher academic institution can
escape the difficulty.
In the process, a given
institution gains one year and loses the next.
And no one really knows why.
For that reason it's over the long pull
that an institution has to find the real test of
its credibility, acceptableness and durableness.
Dordt's record speaks for itself.
It is significant to note that there is an
increasing number of students returning to
Dordt after having left it for a period of time.
And there is also an increase in the number of
new students transferring from other colleges
to Dordt. In other words, in the shift of a
certain percentage of students from one institution to another, Dordt has fared well.
What ought to be of major concern to
Dordt is that everything be done to make our
college one which not only gains but retains
students who seriously pursue their academic

goals. We are convinced that Dordt is better
qualified than ever before in its history to
meet the needs of a large number of students.
We believe, too, that we can face the future
optimistically.
There is a sense in which
Dordt has been up to this point only in its
beginnings.
God has richly blessed these
beginnings. It is up to us now, in our present
readiness, to capitalize upon our increasing
opportunities.
The urgency of realizing this goal can
hardly be overstated".
For Dordt College
stands for something,
It is clearly and unmistakablv committed to the promotion of a
distinctively
biblical, reformed, Calvinistic
scholarship,
It is, without apology, wholly
dedicated
to one basic perspective-· the
biblical world and life view. This, we are
convinced, is the crying need of our day.
Dorst is prepared to stand or fall on that
platform.
It is not about to compromise its
principle to cater to fickle interests just to
swell enrollments.
Our one aim must be that
those who attend and graduate from Dordt
College be better equipped and qualified to
advance that which is best in the tradition of
our fathers,
Dordt must so impress upon its students
the importance of our basic educational philosophy that the student will be reluctant to
leave us. They must feel that being at Dordt
is more than getting an education for a job,
significant as this may be. Attachment to
Dordt College should be in itself a matter of
conviction, an expression of dedication and
commitment
to a distinctive way of life.
Being at Dordt should be in itself already a
form of promoting that way of life, To instill this attitude should be considered by
faculty
and administration
their highest
aspiration,

Dr. Hendrik van Hiessen. professor of
philosophy at the Free University in Amsterdam, was a guest lecturer at Dordt College
from September 3-10.
Van Riessen. well-known for his book,
The Society of the Future. understands the
agonies of social and cultural upheaval. He
was a member of the Dutch Underground
during the German occupation.
Presently, as an engineer, scientist, philosopher, and statesman, he is active in political, social and economic movements in the
Netherlands.
In his lecture series at Dordt, van Riessen
discussed the growing dangers of a modern
science that is unbounded by the Word of
God,
On Labor Day, van Riessen gave a public
address at the First Christian Reformed
Church of Sioux Center at 8:00 p.m.
Dr. van Riessen's evening lectures were
given in Dordt's
lecture hall, C160, on
September 7, 8, and 9, as he discussed the
general theme, "Man, Society, and Manipulation."

Reynolds Earns Doctorate in
Education

Larry Reynolds, associate professor of
education at Oordt, has been awarded an
Ed.D. degree at the University of Northern
Colorado.
His dissertation, entitled "Developing a
Sense of Faculty Community through Values
Clarification Strategies" was based on a study
Reynolds conducted in a Colorado school
system to determine whether values clarification strategies can help faculty members in
a particular school perceive growth in those
characteristics which related literature has
identified as basic to the development of
community.
Dr. Reynolds earned an M.A. degree in
English from Seattle University.
He taught
English and history at Bellevue Christian
School, Seattle, Washington from 1962 to
1964; taught English and journalism at Watson
Groen Christian High in Seattle from 1964
to 1969; and has been at Dordt College since
1969.
A native of Seattle, Reynolds ano his
wife Judy have 3 children, Kimberly Megan,
Kristin Noelle, and Michael Wayne.
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Gordon Brand
Instructor of Biology

Clarence Doornbos
Instructor of Music

New Faculty Members

(continued

recorder classes to broadway musicals on
the senior high level, Mr. Doornbos has
improved the musicianship of the two school
districts he has served-the Bellflower, California Christian Schools and the Kalamazoo,
Michigan Christian Schools. He has conducted
as many as eight bands in three schools at
one time.
Mr. Doornbos has also had considerable
experience conducting
and performing in
adult choirs and bands, and he was a member
of the Paramount,
California, Symphony
Orchestra for one season.
Born in Clinton, Iowa Clarence received
his elementary and high school education in
Christian schools in Michigan. He earned his
A.B. in music at Calvin College in 1962, and
in 1966 he completed his M.M. in education
at VanderCook College of Music, Chicago.
Clarence is married to the former Janice
Jouwstra. They have two children: Sandra,
10, and Jeffrey, 8.
Mr. James Schaap, a 1970 graduate of
Dordt College, will be returning to teach
English.
Jim was born in Oostburg, Wisconsin,
and attended grade school and high school

James Schaap
Instructor of English
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Charles Veenstra
Instructor of Speech

from page 11

there.
While pursuing an English major at
Dordt, he was active in athletics, drama, and
was assistant editor of the Diamond.
After graduating, Jim taught English
and journalism for two years in Black Hawk
High School in South Wayne, Wisconsin,
received his Master of Arts deqree in English
from Arizona State University, and then
taught senior and accelerated senior English
at Greenway High, Phoenix, Arizona.
Articles by Mr. Schaap have appeared in
The Banner. The research work he did for
his M.A. degree studied the possible influence
of Calvinism on Shakespeare.
Jim's wife, Barbara, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Van Gelder from Alton,
Iowa, is also a 1970 Dordt graduate.
Another Dordt alumnus, Mr. Charles
Veensu a. will be teaching speech and communication courses at Dordt this fall.
A native of New Sharon, Iowa, Charles
graduated from Dordt. and began teaching at
Timothy Christian High in Elmhurst, fllincis.
In 1974 Charles moved to Orange City,
where he has taught at Northwestern College
for two years. This summer he worked on his
doctorate at the University of Iowa. He has

New Tolen Scholarships
Dormitory

Communal

Council Formed

Life

on Campus

The Board of Trustees, at its May 6,
1976 meeting, authorized the establishment
of a dormitory communal life council at the
college.
The purpose of the council, according to
Rev. John Hulst, Dean of Students, is to
promote and sustain a communal atmosphere,
based on Christian responsibility, within and
among the dormitories on campus.
Among other responsibilities, the council
will act as a "sounding board" for dormitory
residents, promote inter- and intra-dorm activities, and administer dorm policies by instruction and the exercise of discipline.
The council will consist of 12 students,
elected from each dormitory, and will meet
at least once a month.

John Visser
Instructor of Business Administration

Announced
Dordt College will be awarding four new
annual scholarships of $300 each starting
next year, according to a recent announcement made by the Development and Admissions Offices.
The new scholarships, to be called the
C. Talen Scholarships, will be awarded annually to juniors or seniors and will be based
on the student's
demonstrated
leadership
potential, overall contribution to the Christian
atmosphere of student life at Dordt, and
financial need.
The scholarships have been funded by
Mr. Clarence Talen of Menomonie, Wisconsin.
Mr. Talen came into contact with Dordt when
he happened to hear the Dordt College Choir
sing in a southern Florida church near his
winter home. He was very impressed with the
Christian character and witness given by
the Dordt students and decided to fund
these scholarships in response to that outreach.

an M.A. degree from Northern Illinois University.
Charles and his wife, the former Marlene
Van Zee, also a Dordt graduate, have two
children, David, 4, and Steven, 2.
Mr. John R. Visser, from Chicago, is
joining the business administration
department.
John was born and raised in Chicago
(Englewood),
After attending Trinity Christian College for one year, he transferred to
the University of Illinois, where he received a
B.S. in Industrial Engineering in 1972.
Mr. Visser worked for R. R. Donnelley
& Sons in Dwight, Illinois, and for the First
National Bank of Chicago before receiving a
masters degree in business administration
from DePaul University in 1975.
John
helped organize an international trading company and gained teaching experience by
teaching part-time at Trinity Christian College.
During the 1976-77 school year, he will
teach principles of management, cost accounting, business law, marketing, and corporate
finance.
John and his wife, the former Linda
Huizenga, have a young son, Joshua Michael.

Etcetera
This year's Reformation Day Rally will
be held at 2:30 p.m.. Sunday, October 24 at
the Bethel Christian Reformed Church in
Sioux Center. Featured speaker will be Rev.
Louis Tamminga, pastor of the Willowdale
Christian Reformed Church of Toronto, Alberta, and a former pastor of the Bethel
Church.
Tamminga will also speak at the
Dordt Chapel services on October 26.
............
* .........
****
The 1976 Spring Debt Reduction Drive
for building debt retirement funds reached a
total of $72,569.09, going $7,500 over the
$65,000 goal established for the drive.

Dan Dykstra, a pre-law student from
Hull, Iowa has been awarded the $300 197677 Alumni Scholarship. Guidelines set down
for awarding the scholarship were academic
excellence and leadership in extra-curricular
activities.

J Page 4

Dordt College Voice

Plans for New Chapel-Music Center
Toke Shope
$500,000

In

Advance Gifts Already Pledged

In the spring issue of the :.£.oice it was reported that the Board of Trustees and Voting
Members had unanimously approved plans to build a new chapel-music center at Dordt and to
remodel the existing music building and old auditorium for other sorely needed classroom,
laboratory, and office space.
Detailed plans for the project are nearly complete and it is hoped that construction will
possibly begin this fall.
Costs for the new buildings are projected to be as follows:
Chapel Auditorium
(including a pipe organ)
Music Bulding

$600,000
350,000
$950,000

TOTAL

Government funds for the project are neither available nor wanted; as a result, the entire
amount must be raised through gifts. The board feels that this is the type of facility for which
we may justifiably ask our entire constituency for generous gifts that will allow the college
to avoid any long-term borrowing for the project.
As a result, plans have been made to conduct a three year fund raising campaign, to be called
the "Forward Thrust Campaign," starting this fall with a goal of $1.2 million.
Gifts and pledges received in the "Forward Thrust Cernpaiqn" will be used as follows:
1.

2.
3.

Center
Remodeling of existing music building and auditorium for other uses
Debt reduction needs for 3 years all
other building loans
Chapel-Music

TOTAL

NEED

75,000
175,000
$1,200,000

Etcetera

Dr. Ford Lewis Suttles of the Pittsburg
Theological Seminary will be a guest lecturer
at Dordt on Wednesday and Thursday, September 22 and 23. Battles will deliver a series
of lectures to the faculty, students and general public on the background, writings, and
correspondence of John Calvin.

The annual Tri-State Teachers' Institute
will be held at Dordt College Thursdav and
Friday, October 7 and 8. Tile theme of the
institute will be "An Opportunity to Grow."
The main speaker will be Dr. Anthony
Diekema of Calvin College.

90% of Graduates

in

Teacher Education
Signed Contracts

Have

According to Mr. John Verwolf, Director
of Dordt's Job Placement Office, 900,,6of the
1975-76 graduates in teacher education have
signed contracts to teach this year, a remarkably high placement percentage.
Seventy-four
teacher education qraduates of last year's class are teaching in twelve
states, three provinces of Canada, and two
foreign countries.
There were a total of
eighty-two teacher candidates listed with the
Placement Office. Some were planning to go
to graduate school, while others did not
intend to teach for various reasons.
Verwolf indicated that, based on his
contacts with Christian schools, there is considerable demand for Dordt's teacher education students.
Verwolf said "students
contemplating education should not hesitate
to go into the field jf they are interested in
teaching in the Christian schools. Demand is
especially heavy for teachers in elementary
education, secondary business education, and
science education."

1976- 77 Academic Calendar

$ 950,000

Throughout the summer, the college has been busy organizing an Advisory and Leadership
Council for the campaign. Based all pledges received from members of this council p.lus other~,
the college has already received over $500,000 in gifts towards the cost of the project.
It IS
expected that the campaign will start sometime this fall.

Mr. Ken Medema, Christian composer,
performer, and reccrdinq artist, presented a
concert in Dordt's gym on Friday, September
3.
Medema's music was featured at the
Young Calvinist Convention this summer in
Princeton, New Jersey.
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Oct. 7-8
Nov, 24
Nov. 30
Dec. 16
Dec. 17-21
Jan. 19
Mar. 23

Tri-State Institute
no classes
Thanksgiving
recess begins
12,10 p.m.
Classes resume - 7:35 a.m.
Review Day
Testing - end of first semester
Second sem. begins 7:35 a.m.
Spring vacation begins - 12:10
p.rn.

Apr. 5
Classes resume - 7:35 a.m.
May9
Review Day
May 10·12 Testing - end of second semester
May 13
Commencement - 10:00 a.m.
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